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SUBJECT: DOCUMENTATION OF AFGHAN REFUGEES 

REF: ISLAMABAD 9393 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL MISSION OPFICER AND UNHCR ASIAN 
DIVISION CHILE GOBIUS DISCUSSED SEPTEMBER 29 THE SUBJECT 
OP APGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN. 

2. GOBIUS SAID HEADQUARTERS WAS JUST BEGINNING TO POCUS 
ON THE AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN AND HAD NOT YET SENT 
OUT SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ON PROCESSING APGHAN ASYLUM 
CASES. (HE WAS SURE THE UNDP HAD THE NORMAL GUIDELINES.) 

HE CONFIRMED THAT PAKISTAN IS NOT SIGNATORY TO THE 1951 
CONVENTION OR THE 1965 PROTOCOL. PAKISTAN IS THEREPORE 

NOT EMPOWERED TO VALIDATE UN REPUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION. 

HE SAID PAKISTAN HAS NOT YET APPROACHED THE UNHCR ABOUT 
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ASSISTANCE TO THE REFUGEES AND DOUBTED THAT THERE WOULD 
BE A PORMAL APPROACH UNLESS THE INPLOW REACHED MUCH 
HIGHER NUMBERS. 

3. ON THE QUESTION OP TRAVEL AND RESETTLEMENT PUNDS POR 
APGHAN ASYLUM SEEKERS, GOBIUS SAID THAT THE UNHCR 
COULD MAKE FUNDS AVAILABLE ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. 
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THE NORMAL PROCEDURE IS FOR THE UNDP OFFICE TO INTERVIEW 
THE APPLICANT TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER HE OR SHE WAS A BONA 
FIDE REFUGEE AND WHETHER THERE WAS A DEFINITE OFFER OR 
POSSIBILITY OF RESETTLEMENT ELSEWHERE. IF BOTH 
CONDITIONS WERE MET AND THERE WERE NO ALTERNATE SOURCES 
OF TRAVEL FUNDS, THE UNHCR WOULD BE PREPARED TO ASSIST 
WITHIN THE LIMITS OF ITS FUNDS. THE UNHCR CAN ARRANGE 
WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS FOR 
AN ICRC ISSUED TRAVEL DOCUMENT FOR REFUGEES WHO ARE PRO- 
CEEDING ONWARD FROM A NON-SIGNATORY COUNTRY OF FIRST 
ASYLUM (E.G. PAKISTAN) TO A RESETTLEMENT COUNTRY OR INTER- 
MEDIATE COUNTRY AND WHO DO NOT HAVE TRAVEL 
DOCUMENTATION. SUCH DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN WIDELY ACCEPTED 
FOR YEARS. 

4. GOBIUS SAID A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES ARE ACCEPTING 
INDIVIDUAL AFGHAN REFUGEES WHO ARRIVE IN COUNTRY AND 
APPLY FOR ASYLUM, BUT NO COUNTRY HAS INDICATED A 
WILLINGNESS TO THE UNHCR TO RECEIVE AFGHANS FROM A 
COUNTRY OF FIRST ASYLUM. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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